
Summer Reading Book List  

For Incoming 8th Graders at Hal Peterson Middle School 

 

All students are required to read ONE book off of this list during the summer before 8th grade. Students will complete 
a “book talk” that will be presented during the first week of school and it will count as a grade for the 1st 6 weeks.  
 
HORIZONS - Horizon reading students will complete an additional project from their list of options that is due the 1st 
day of school.  

  

HISTORICAL FICTION HPMS 
COPIES 

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson - As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her 
own fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a 
cruel twist of fate become the property of a New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for 
the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. (300 pgs) (780 Lexile) 

15 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson - During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family 
coffee shop with her widowed mother and grandfather. But then the fever breaks out.At her feverish 
mother's insistence, Mattie flees the city with her grandfather. But she soon discovers that the sickness is 
everywhere, and Mattie must learn quickly how to survive in a city turned frantic with disease. (243 pgs) 
(580 Lexile) 

15 

Lily’s Crossing by Patricia Reilly Giff - World War II has changed everyone’s lives, but especially Lilly and 
Albert, the refugee, who both have dangerous secrets. 
(180 pgs) (720 Lexile) 

5 

Refugee by Alan Gratz - Refugee weaves together the stories of three refugees: Joseph, a Jewish boy 
escaping Germany in the 1930s, Isabel, a Cuban girl escaping Castro’s regime in 1944, and Mahmoud, a 
Syrian boy fleeing from the conflict in Syria in 2015(340 pgs) (800 Lexile) 

20 

The War that Saved my Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley - After being sent to a foster home to 
escape the war and her abusive mother, 10-year-old Ada must not only learn to trust others, but also 
herself.(322 pgs) (580 Lexile) 

10 

Girl in a Cage by Jane Yolen -After being captured by her father’s enemy, Princess Marjorie Bruce must 
find the strength to survive and make her country proud  (240 pgs) (690 Lexile) 

12 



Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac - Ned Begay, a 16-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker 
during WWII, must go on a grueling journey that is both eye-opening, inspiring, and necessary to save 
countless American lives. (214 pgs) (1100 Lexile) 

15 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak -Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living in Nazi Germany, experiences life 
during war, including learning to read and sharing stories with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.. 
(608 pgs) (1110 Lexile) 

5 

The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood - In 1777, spoiled 15-year-old Creighton is taken from 
London by force and sent to the colonies where he is suspected to be a spy and must decide where his 
loyalties lie. (257 pgs) (820 Lexile) 

15 

 

REALISTIC  FICTION HPMS 
COPIES 

Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuff by Walter Dean Meyers -  Stuff doesn't know anyone when he first 
moves to 116th Street. But all of that changes when he meets Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Gloria. Stuff and 
the gang grow close that eventful year, and nothing is ever like it again. That's the year modern science 
gets them all in jail; Stuff falls in love and is unfaithful; and Cool Clyde and Fast Sam win the dance 
contest-almost. (192 pgs) (860 Lexile) 

15 

Everything Everything by Nicole Yoon - Madeline Whittier, is an 18-year-old who can never leave her 
house. She has SCID… which means she's allergic to just about everything in the outside world. When a 
boy moves in next door, Madeline's acceptance of her situation is turned upside down and she begins 
taking risks and wanting to live a life beyond the sanitized walls of her home. (352 pgs) (HL610 Lexile) 

8 

Holes by Louis Sachar - Stanley Yelnats, falsely convicted of stealing a celebrity's sneakers, is sent to 
Camp Green Lake, a juvenile detention center in the middle of the desert, where the inmates are required 
to dig a large hole every day. … There's a mystery behind this strange punishment that is related to a 
treasure and the supposed curse on Stanley's family dating back to his "dirty-rotten-pig-stealing" great 
grandfather. (240 pgs) (660 Lexile) 

5 

Miles Morales: Spider-Man by Jason Reynolds - Miles is a teen from the Brooklyn projects who's 
attending an elite prep school on scholarship. He's having a rough junior year, and he's haunted by the 
death of his criminal uncle.(272 pgs) (HL 710 Lexile) 

10 

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin - Sixteen people gather for the reading of Samuel W. Westing's will. 
And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-loving millionaire has chosen a virtual stranger - and a 
possible murderer - to inherit his vast fortune, one thing's for sure: Sam Westing may be dead...but that 
won't stop him from playing one last game! (224 pgs) (750 Lexile) 

5 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes - Jerome, a 12-year-old bullied black kid is shot and killed by a 
white police officer.  Both his own family and the cop's start to unravel. He forms a shaky friendship with 
the cop's daughter, Sarah (the only living person who can see him), and learns from ghost boy Emmett Till 
of a long and brutal history of black kids being killed. In a story where there are no winners, the only thing 
to do is to try to do better. (224 pgs) (HL360 Lexile) 

8 

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George - Sam Gribley is unhappy living in New York City, 
so he runs away to the Catskill Mountains to live in the woods - all by himself. With only a penknife, a ball 
of cord, 40 dollars, and some flint and steel, he intends to survive on his own. Sam learns about courage, 
danger, and independence during his year in the wilderness, a year that changes his life forever. (192 
pgs) (810 Lexile) 

10 

Call of the Wild by Jack London -  A dog named Buck, is stolen from his ranch and sold into the brutal 
existence of an Alaskan sled dog.. Buck is forced to adjust to, and survive, cruel treatments and fight to 
dominate other dogs in a harsh climate. (192 pgs) (500 Lexile) 

15 

The Hate U Give -Starr Carter is constantly switching between two worlds -- the poor, mostly black 
neighborhood where she lives and the wealthy, mostly white prep school that she attends. The uneasy 
balance between these worlds is soon shattered when she witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood 
best friend at the hands of a police officer. Facing pressure from all sides of the community, Starr must 

5 



find her voice and decide to stand up for what's right. (444 pgs) (HL590 Lexile) *Parent Consent 

I am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L Sanchez - Julia Reyes, a smart, brash, and 
rebellious teen who lives in a gritty Chicago neighborhood with her parents and her stay-at-home sister, 
Olga, who never gives her parents any trouble. But after Olga is killed in an accident, Julia discovers that 
her sister may not have been as saintly as everyone believed.(368 pgs)(HL730 Lexile)  *Parent Consent  

7 

Stand Tall by Joan Bauer - Tree is six foot three-and-a-half inches tall. He doesn’t fit in at school and 
after his parents divorce, he’s beginning to feel like he doesn’t fit in at home either. Living with his two 
older brothers, father and grandfather, Tree begins to realize that he can stand tall and be himself, no 
matter where he is. (182 pgs) (HL590 Lexile) 

15 

 

SCIENCE  FICTION HPMS 
COPIES 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Cord - The Earth has been twice attacked by a hostile race of aliens. The 
government breeds child geniuses and trains them to be soldiers. Andrew “Ender” Wiggins scores the 
highest in the training games and has been selected to lead a preemptive attack on the aliens. Is Ender 
the general that earth needs? Is Ender prepared to wipe out an entire species? (352 pgs) (780 Lexile) 

15 

The Giver by Lois Lowry - Jonas lives in a perfect society. No pain, no crime, no war, no unhappiness. 
No choices. Every person is assigned a specific role in the community. At the age of twelve, Jonas is 
given his life assignment by the Elders. Jonas has been chosen for the special position as the new 
Receiver of Memories. When his position leads him a man, called the Giver, he begins to learn the dark 
secrets behind his perfect world.. (240 pgs) (760 Lexile) 

15 

The Maze Runner by James Dashner -   Sixteen- year-old Thomas wakes up in a place with towering 
walls and no memories. He’s surrounded by strangers, only boys, whose memories are also gone. They 
are circled by a limitless, ever changing maze. It’s the only way out and no one has ever made it through 
alive. Welcome to the Glade…Remember. Survive. Run.. (375 pgs) (770 Lexile) 

8 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins - In the future, the U.S. is gone. In its place is Panem, which is 
made up of 12 districts. To keep the districts from rebelling, the Capitol holds an annual televised show 
where each district must send one boy and one girl to fight to the death, gladiator style. Out of the 24 kids, 
only 1 can win. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen must learn to kill or be killed.. (384 pgs) (810 Lexile) 

10 

 

FANTASY HPMS 
COPIES 

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard - Mare Barrow’s world is divided by blood— those with common, Red 
blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a red, scraping by 
as a thief in a poor , rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver court. Soon she 
realizes that she possesses a deadly power of her own. One wrong move can lead to her death, but in the 
dangerous game she plays, the only certainty is betrayal.  (416 pgs) (HL740 Lexile) 

10 

The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper - On his eleventh birthday, Will Stanton discovers a special gift— 
that he is the last of the Old Ones, immortals dedicated keeping the world from domination by the forces 
of evil, the dark. He is plunged into a quest for the six magical Signs that will one day aid the Old Ones in 
the final battle between the dark and the light.  (244 pgs) (920 Lexile) 

12 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle - Meg Murry and her little brother, Charles Wallace, have been 
without their scientist father, Mr. Murry, for five years, ever since he discovered a new planet and used the 
concept known as a tesseract to travel there. Joined by Meg's classmate Calvin O'Keefe and guided by the 
three mysterious astral travelers known as Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who and Mrs. Which, the children brave a 
dangerous journey to a planet that possesses all of the evil in the universe.  (256 pgs) (740 Lexile) 

12 

Bone Gap by Laura Ruby - When the young and beautiful Roza went missing, the people of Bone Gap 
were not surprised. Finn knows she was kidnapped by a dangerous man whose face he cannot 
remember. As we follow their stories, acclaimed author Laura Ruby weaves a tale of the ways in which 

5 



the face the world sees is never the sum of who we are.  (368 pgs)(HL 810 Lexile) *Parent Consent  

The Alchemyst -Nicholas Flamel was born on September 28,1330. Nearly seven hundred years later, he 
is acknowledged as the greatest Alchemyst of his day. It is said that he discovered the secret of eternal 
life. The records show that he dies in 1418, but his tomb is empty and Nicholas Flamel lives. The secret of 
eternal life is hidden within the book he protects. In the wrong hands, it will destroy the world.  (375 pgs) 
(890 Lexile) 

6 

 

NONFICTION HPMS 
COPIES 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba - Based on the true story of William 
Kamkwamba (Maxwell Simba), a 13-year-old boy living in a small village in Malawi, Africa, who created a 
device that would restore the land and save his people after flooding ruined their grain fields. (304 pgs) 
(860 Lexile) 

7 

The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson - (Memoir) As a boy, Leon was so small he had to stand 
on a wooden box to continue to work at Oskar Schindler’s glass factory in Poland—thus the title. Leon was 
number 289 on Schindler’s famous list of Jews who were saved from execution by working in this factory. 
The book’s themes include compassion, courage, and perseverance. 
(256 pgs) (1000 Lexile) 

6 
 

The Boys who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose - A remarkable true story of a small group of 
courageous Danish teens whose acts of sabotage against the German military inspired their country to rise 
up against the Nazi occupation. (209 pgs) (970 Lexile) 

0 

I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai - Malala was born in Pakistan in 1997 and became a household name in 
2012, when she was shot at point-blank range by a member of the Taliban on her way home from school 
for advocating education for girls. 
(256 pgs) (830 Lexile) 

10  
(Young Reader) 

4  
(Higher Level) 

 

VERSE/DRAMA HPMS 
COPIES 

House Arrest by K.A Holt - Timothy tries to navigate through life with a sick brother, a grieving mother 
and on tough P.O. He’s required to keep a journal and stay out of trouble but it’s proving to be harder than 
he thought. (304 pgs) (610 Lexile) 

10 

Serafina’s Promise by Ann E. Burg - An 11 year old Haitian girl, Serafina, is growing up in a poor 
mountain village. Her loving family and friends support her dreams of becoming a doctor but when their 
home is washed away by a flood, the future of Serafina’s family and her dream are in jeopardy.  (304 pgs) 
(HL590 Lexile)  

7 

Rhyme Schemer by K.A. Holt - Kevin has a bad attitude and is known for his rude behavior, when he 
gets a taste of his own medicine he is forced to use his rhyming skills to regain control of his life.  (184 
pgs) (520 Lexile) 

6 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander - 12-year old Josh Bell and his twin brother Jordan are awesome 
on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's 
story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. (240 pgs)(750 Lexile) 

9 
 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers - (Drama) Steve Harmon, a teenage boy in juvenile detention and on 
trial. Presented as a screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries, the book 
shows how one single decision can change our whole lives.(281 pgs) (670 Lexile) 

10 

Rebound by Kwame Alexander -  Before he is Chuck “Da Man” Bell, proud father of Jordan and Josh 
(The crossover), Charlie is a kid who dreams of basketball. But when tragedy strikes, Charlie can’t help 
but make all the wrong moves. Willa series of missteps keep him benched or will he rebound? (414 pgs) 
(780 Lexile)  

4 



 


